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the pontifical army; and a Papal Bull declared the fiefs of
Rimini, Pesaro, Imola, Forli, Camerino, Faenza, etc., to
have forfeited their rights until they should have made
satisfaction, paying the arrears of annual tribute into the
chancery of their paramount lord. The fact was fully
realised that it was useless to attempt to pacify "these
kakodaimones" with "holy water"; as, as a last resort, after
seven years forbearance, force was to be used against
Sforza of Pesaro, Sforza-Riario of Imola and Forli, Man-
fredi of Faenza and the rest. The glowing splendour of
the personality of Duke Cesare de Valentinois, without
emotion and without remorse, fitted him for his task. He
was a perfect egoist, splendidly indifferent to all the world.
During his life, his enormous talents, his swift success, his
summary acts gained him the reputation of being super-
human, inevitable as Fate, On the eleventh of November
1499, he left Rome with four thousand condottieri and
three hundred lancers. His lieutenant and standard-bearer
was the same noble and vigorous knight, Don Pietro
•Gregorio Borgia, of the Veliternian Branch, who had
changed clothes with him in 1495, enabling him to cheat
the Christian King. On the seventeenth of December, he
stormed and captured Imola, whence Madonna Caterina
Sforza, widow of Count Girolamo Riario, had fled, refus-
ing obedience or tribute to her suzerain, and anew en-
trenching herself at Forli, her other fief. She left at Imola
such an odious memory of her rule, that in after years the
•citizens would blush for shame of it, while blessing Duke
•Cesare de Valentinois, who, as the minister of Divine
Justice, made an end.
The encounter between Madonna Caterina and Duke
Cesare caused extraordinary exhibitions of vigour and
.agility on both sides. When a desperate unscrupulous
•woman struggles with a strong and ruthless man, she will
vdo much damage: but, in the end, she must succumb. Di-

